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poles and mummers' plays, are scattered broadcast over his

- nother effect of Hardy's environment was to turn his
imagination towards the past* He was stirred primarily by
the life he had known as a child, and of his most famous
books only "Tess" and "Jude" deal with the contemporary
world of his mature years; the rest are set in the world of
his childhood. This world in its turn was closely linked
<vith a more ancient history. /^Wessex life was too un-
changing, too uneventful, for people to forget the past.
Every cottage, every landmark was thick with survivals and
memories of history. And Wessex has played a large part
in history.^ The primitive inhabitants of this island had
dimpled tne Downs with their barrows. The men of the
Middle Ages had built churches there; the Elizabethans had
erected sculptured manor houses; Cavalier and Roundhead
had fought in the fields and hidden in the woods. And, in
more recent times, the armies of England had gathered there

/to resist the invasion of Napoleon, (jlardy was acutely
sensitive to the picturesque appeal of the past. As a matter
of fact, he himself came of an ancient local family, more
illustrious once than it was now.) A Thomas Hardy, of the
sixteenth century founded the Dorchester Grammar School;
the Burgesses of Dorchester had put up a'tablet to him
"to commend to Posterity an example so worthy of imita-
tion.'* A more famous Hardy had bent in the dark tumbling
hull of the Victory to catch the last words of the dying
Nelson. Some of the stories that caught our Hardy's fancy
most as a child were anecdotes of his forebears. His mother's
ancestors, so the legend ran, had sheltered Monmouth after
the battle of Sedgemoor. He made a short story out of this,
"The Duke's Reappearance." He wrote several historical
short stories and one novel, "The Trumpet Major." But
his more modem books, too, are resonant with echoes of an
earlier age. The Casterbridge of which Henchard is Mayor